
Weekly Family Update – 17.10.25 

Please read, share, and encourage others to do the same.  

 

As we enter the penultimate week of what has been a long half term, it’s fantastic to see the 
energy and enthusiasm across the school. Staff and students continue to show great 
commitment, and our after-school OOPs and Interacts sessions are thriving. The uptake has 
been brilliant. 

Our extracurricular programme offers students a chance to connect with others who share 
similar interests, make new friends, and enjoy learning something new in a fun and relaxed 
environment. If your child hasn’t tried one yet, please do encourage them to get involved. 

Oswald Building Refurbishment – Update for Parents 

We’re pleased to share that the Department for Education has now approved funding 
through the Condition Improvement Fund (CIF) for the refurbishment of the Oswald 
Building, which has been closed since 2022. 

Due to the nature of CIF funding, schools are given very little notice once approval is 
granted. As a result, work will begin immediately after the half term break. During the break, 
scaffolding will be installed, and the site will be safely enclosed with Harris Fencing to ensure 
the safety of students and staff. 

Once the site compound is fully set up and student movement resumes, we will closely 
monitor how the site is operating. If we observe congestion or bottlenecks, we may need to 
make adjustments to how students move around the site to ensure safety and efficiency. 
This could include changes to timings or routes, similar to previous measures we’ve used. 
We will communicate any changes clearly and in advance. 

We’re working closely with contractors to minimise disruption and ensure the project runs 
efficiently. Thank you for your continued support as we invest in the future of Abbey College. 

 

Parent Friendly Policy Guide: 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/about-us/statutory-information 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/about-us/statutory-information


Please read on for essential updates. 

Vacancies at Abbey College 
• Click here 

Celebration of Spirit - Recognition 

Flash Reward 
Last week, two students from each form were nominated by their 
tutors to join us at our Flash Reward where they enjoyed a pizza 
treat.  They were recognised for the excellent passion that they have shown this term. 

Non-Uniform Days 
Congratulations to the following year groups have met their spirit target for the half term 
and will be recognised with a non-uniform day next week.  Please ensure that they wear 
clothing that is appropriate for school.  All students in year 11 who have met the ratio will 
have a reward. 

 

Headteacher Commendations w/c 13/10/24 
The following students have been awarded with Headteacher's Commendations this 
week. They will receive 10 Spirit points and a special postcard home. 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/about-us/vacancies


 



 

Staff member of the week 

Mrs Andrew-Martin – Humility: Thank you for juggling all that you are (two subjects and 
your training year) with such grace and humility. You are so dedicated to the students that 
you teach, and they are so lucky to have your care and passion. 

Tell us about something brilliant! 

If you would like to nominate someone for an Abbey College Spirit Award for any out of 
school success stories, then please follow this link or email the Office office@abbey.college . 

Parent information 

Parent's Forum 
 

Preloved Uniform Shop Opening Dates 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KbjZ4RaYVEydnK3i2OOqbkrGZ6uihBhAgXXi59l2gexURVMwMTI5MzdVWU0yRTJYVklFWVdGUlNBRi4u
mailto:office@abbey.college


• Thursday 23rd October - 4:15 - 5:15pm 
• Tuesday 11th November - 5 - 6:30pm 
• Tuesday 2nd December - 5 - 6:30pm 
• Thursday 18th December - 4:315- 5:15pm 

Cash only please. Entrance via the Student Entrance. 

Please email ParentsForum@abbey.college if you would like a link to the meeting.  
Please find our minutes here: Parent Forum - Abbey College, Secondary School and Sixth 
Form in Ramsey 
If you would like further information on the Parent's Forum, please email: 
ParentsForum@abbey.college   
Genevieve Wardle - Chair of Parent's Forum 

Parent Diary Dates 📆📆 
Upcoming INSET Days – A Focus on Growth and Excellence 

We’d like to give families advance notice of two upcoming INSET days this term. These are 
valuable opportunities for our staff to engage in high-quality professional development that 
directly benefits our students. 

Monday 3rd November 2025 

• Focus: Subject Input Day. Our teachers will be working collaboratively to deepen 
subject expertise and share best practices, ensuring a rich and consistent learning 
experience for all pupils. 

Friday 28th November 2025 

• Focus: Staff Professional Learning on Special Educational Needs. This day is dedicated 
to enhancing our understanding and support for students with additional needs, 
helping us to create an even more inclusive and supportive school environment. 

We appreciate your support as we invest in the ongoing development of our staff - because 
great teaching makes a great difference. 

 

mailto:ParentsForum@abbey.college
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/parents-carers/parent-forum
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/parents-carers/parent-forum
mailto:ParentsForum@abbey.college


 

On Friday 24th October we are holding a Macmillan Coffee morning for staff and 
students. Students from the Sixth Form will run a stall for students to buy cakes from at 
break times - students, please bring cash on the day! 

Any cake donations will be greatly appreciated, if you bring in bought cakes or any you 
made, please ensure you have ingredient and allergen information to comply with the 
Natasha law regulations Natasha’s Law – Allergy Awareness & Food Safety | Natasha's 
Foundation — The Natasha Allergy Research Foundation 
 

Assessment calendar: How your child is doing? 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.narf.org.uk%252Fwhat-is-natashas-law&data=05%7C02%7CKDodsley%2540abbey.college%7C8dcb115678c1463d6dc108de0bf7549e%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C638961354072522357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3oRTjhANP%252BsEo7G6UrW2GLlCpbWY8BoEgllw9bVIRYg%253D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.narf.org.uk%252Fwhat-is-natashas-law&data=05%7C02%7CKDodsley%2540abbey.college%7C8dcb115678c1463d6dc108de0bf7549e%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C638961354072522357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3oRTjhANP%252BsEo7G6UrW2GLlCpbWY8BoEgllw9bVIRYg%253D&reserved=0


Student expectations and safety 

Next week's Equipment Check 
Timetable: all students must have a copy of their timetable with them. 

Student welfare and wellbeing 

Theme: Supporting Friends 
This week, students have been learning how to support friends who may be going through a 
difficult time. We encourage you to talk with your child about the importance of: 

• Listening without trying to fix the problem 
• Encouraging friends to speak to a trusted adult 
• Being present and showing empathy, which can make a real difference 

These conversations help build emotional resilience and strengthen peer support networks. 
Helpful Resources for Parents and Students: 
🔹🔹 YoungMinds 
 One of the UK’s leading charities for children and young people's mental health. 

• Offers guides for parents on supporting their child’s mental wellbeing 
• Provides advice for young people on helping friends who are struggling 
• Includes a Parents Helpline and practical tips for navigating emotional challenges  

👉👉 Visit YoungMinds 
🔹🔹 The Mix 
 A youth-led support service for under-25s, offering real-life stories and expert advice. 

• Features a dedicated “Supporting Others” section for teens 
• Offers confidential support via phone, webchat, and forums  

👉👉 Visit The Mix 
Let’s continue working together to empower our young people with the tools to care for 
themselves and each other. 

Student attendance - Week 6 

• Fantastic work, Year 9! You’re well above the national average, proof that consistent 
attendance leads to achievement.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youngminds.org.uk%2F&data=05|02|AChristoforou%40abbey.college|00fb00bbd3b24b24618108de0bc9c21f|e1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e|0|0|638961158329644927|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=WZO2PLP07sIVpxU%2F7DZ4%2FEAdyUznlmiCyPNLFe9J2Kk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youngminds.org.uk%2F&data=05|02|AChristoforou%40abbey.college|00fb00bbd3b24b24618108de0bc9c21f|e1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e|0|0|638961158329644927|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=WZO2PLP07sIVpxU%2F7DZ4%2FEAdyUznlmiCyPNLFe9J2Kk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themix.org.uk%2Fexplore-our-topics%2Fmental-health%2F%3Ftopics%3Dsupporting-others&data=05|02|AChristoforou%40abbey.college|00fb00bbd3b24b24618108de0bc9c21f|e1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e|0|0|638961158329677221|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=FmbnIYJSKaPC9WISq%2BjRSy2b3Mnn%2FBj4FtURTIpYI7E%3D&reserved=0


• Reminder: Try to schedule medical appointments outside school hours. Every lesson 
counts!  

• How can parents/carers help? Book routine medical appointments after school or 
during holidays whenever possible. 

Student wider personal development 

Offer & Opportunity Programme (OOPs) - Autumn Term 
The Abbey College Offer & Opportunity Programme is being launched again for 2025-2026. 
We had a fantastic previous year with over 100 offers running throughout the year across 
academic support and revision sessions, to creative outlets and variety of sports.  

 



Student curriculum 

 

How can I find out what my child is learning in each subject? 
Wider Personal Development Focus 
We offer a rich programme to support students’ growth beyond the classroom, including: 

• Character & Values: Promoting humility, intuition, and passion. 
• RSHE & Social Studies: Covering wellbeing, relationships, and life skills. 
• Careers Education: Helping students explore future pathways. 
• Clubs & Activities: Encouraging participation and confidence. 
• Leadership & Voice: Opportunities to lead and be heard. 
• Wellbeing & Resilience: Supporting mental and physical health. 

Parents can support by discussing these themes at home and encouraging involvement. 
���� Learn more: abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/wider-personal-development 
All taught curriculums are available to view on our website. 

• Click here https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/curriculum to read 
about all the curriculums we offer. You’ll find a variety of resources, including learning 
journeys and knowledge organisers—particularly useful for revision.  

Abbey College Reading Challenge 📖📖 
Students are being introduced to the new Abbey College Reading Challenge.  
There are three exciting reading challenges—one for each year group: 

• Year 7: 15 in 15 
• Year 8: Beyond 15 
• Year 9: 15 Plus 

Each challenge is built around the number 15, which represents the minimum reading 
age we want all pupils to achieve. The average reading age required to access a GCSE exam 
paper is 15.7, so reaching this level gives students the best possible chance of success. 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/curriculum/wider-personal-development
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/curriculum


 

Communicating with us and how to raise concerns. 

Click here to access this Communication Flowchart on our website. 

Other news updates can be found here: 
• Our news page: https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/news/letters-to-

parents 
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pg/RamseyAbbeyCollege/posts/  
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/abbeycollege_ramsey/ 

 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/contact-us/htcu
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/news/letters-to-parents
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/news/letters-to-parents
https://www.facebook.com/pg/RamseyAbbeyCollege/posts/
https://www.instagram.com/abbeycollege_ramsey/
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